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UPCOMING EVENTS 2018
October 12

Shepherd’s Cove

November 9

Early Thanksgiving Shepherd’s Cove

December 9

Christmas Outreach

We are collecting new toys, new hats, gloves, scarves and new or gently used
coats and winter clothing.
Ongoing collection of towels, washcloths, hygiene items, seasonal, good quality clothing children and adult
Shepherd’s Cove outreaches are every 2nd Fri. of the month. Carol Leo,
240-475-4219 is the contact. The Homeless Outreach, Inc. supports two local
church outreach programs to the homeless. Contact for National Church of God
each Tues. is Pastor Ed Torrence, 240-299-0281. Contact for Fri. and Sat. from
Evangel Assembly is 301-899-5940, Phet and Chris Thomas.

Letter from the Director, Carol Leo
A big change is happening right now in Washington, D.C.
Officials have decided that the dilapidated buildings which
have served as shelters for the poor for many years are not
fit for human habitation. Big shelters like D.C. General and
possibly CCNV are being torn down. People who lived in
these places are being hurried out and placed in other
temporary housing by a city that says it wants to do away
with the problem of homelessness. Realistically this
problem is too deep and too many-faceted to be easily
solved.
We were told by residents of CCNV that there is a big
effort now to give as many shelter residents as possible
vouchers for housing because of the impending plans to
deconstruct the CCNV shelter.
In the meantime, the newspaper reported that the first
replacement shelter for D.C. General has been completed in
Ward 4. Others are in the works, but will not be ready until
2020. We spoke with one of the DC. General directors,
who let us know that anxiety and fear were very prevalent
among the remaining residents as they face the uncertainty
of new, unfamiliar surroundings. D.C. General, although
seriously flawed as a safe and inhabitable building, did
represent the security of a place to stay no matter what, for

there were no time limits at D.C. General. It was
seen by residents as the place to which they could
always return if they failed on the outside. The new
places will be limited to 90-day stays.
Our prayer for the children and adults is that new
doors of opportunity will open to them; that they
will be able to move forward into better
circumstances.
The Homeless Outreach will continue outreach to
the families in need as the Lord directs us and shows
us areas where He wants us to minister.
In the meantime, we know that there will be need for
emergency shelters in the cold winter months. D.C.
General, D.C Village, and CCNV all started as
emergency hypothermia shelters, but they ended up
keeping their doors open year around as the need for
shelter in the city was so great. They all became the
largest shelters in Washington, D.C. and stayed open
for years (CCNV has been open since the late 1970s
and remains in operation.)
Jesus said in Matthew 26;11a For ye have the poor
always with you; We know that the problem cannot
be ended by legislation. Throughout the Bible, we
are told of the importance of the poor to God.
For I know your manifold transgressions and your
mighty sins: they afflict the just, they take a bribe,
and they turn aside the poor in the gate from their
right. Amos 5:12

27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be
acceptable unto thee, and break off thy sins by
righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing
mercy to the poor; . . . Daniel 4:27
Ignoring the needy is not an option for the believer.
It is an offense worthy of judgement.
In times of personal prosperity, we have a calling to
take care of God's needy children. Thank you for
your love, prayer, and support as we reach out and
bring the love of Christ to the members of the
homeless population, who live in our community.
May God bless you!
1

Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord
will deliver him in time of trouble.
2
The Lord will preserve him, and keep him alive;
and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou
wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies.
3
The Lord will strengthen him upon the bed of
languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in his
sickness. Psalm 41:1-3

Minister Jackie (below right)
preached a straight forward
Gospel message based on the
simple theme of black heart
washed in red blood, purified
white in order to walk on
streets of gold.
With the help of eager
volunteers from the audience ,
she used props to bring her
point across. (right)

School supply distribution begins at the
collection point and at the preparation
point level. Left and above, the team
sorts and prepares the many donated
supplies. This year’s preparation was
staffed mainly by volunteers from St.
Michael’s Truth/Our Saviour’s Lutheran
Youth Sunday School Class led by
Jearsel Watson and Betty Cottrell. In
addition two of our regular volunteers
Geri and Dorothy from National packed
supplies.

Marianne, Pete (left) and
James Hayden (not pictured)
provided beautiful praise and
worship.
Many souls came to Christ
through the preaching, praise,
and altar call.
The Gideons distributed New
Testaments.

Pho-

Marian,
Dorcas Closet
volunteer

Before the Word of God came
forth, children had a variety of
activities including balloon
creations by Leo Brandao; and
arts and crafts (above); as well as
basketball headed by NCOG
Men’s Ministry
Moms engaged in “shopping” at
the Dorcas closet (left).
Wakefield the barber provided
haircuts for a continual line of
“customers” (below).

Extended Back to
School Outreach

Charles Fenwick
(let) prays grace,
as volunteers
Chris and Phet
Thomas (right)
prepare to serve

Due to the abundance
of school supplies that
were donated, we were
able to include two
ministries in southern
Virginia Guardian
H.O.P.E. and CARES
both, which were able
to share the supplies we
donated with dozens of
homeless and needy
children.
Praise be to God!

Help Bring the Homeless in from the Elements

CCSI (Community Crisis Services, Inc.) of Prince George’s County is looking for faith-based organizations to help prevent
homelessness. You are invited to join a wonderful cause in services that start individuals on the path to self-sufficiency.
Your faith-based organization can get involved by providing the space to house 25-35 guests nightly from 7pm-7am for one
week. Nightly shelter improves guests’ probability of attaining self-sufficiency and becoming a contributing member of your
community.
Also helpful is donation of meals. Breakfast, bag lunch, dinner are needed each day.
To be part of the 2017-2018 Hypothermia/Hyperthermia Shelter Program, contact Deidre McCalaster, Shelter Director
Community Crisis Services, Inc. 301-864-7095 ext. 429 or via email at deidrem@ccsimd.org
http://www.communitycrisis.org/

Tribute to Three Behind-the-Scenes Volunteers
Below is a short tribute of thanks and praise for three amazing women of faith, who have worked behind the scenes for a number of years as
part of The Homeless Outreach Team. No one sees these women because they work on their own apart from the events themselves, but each
of them has served so faithfully and has made such a huge difference in what we do for the homeless. We are giving God praise for them this
day.
Nancy Thoman of Corkran United Methodist Church in Temple Hills has been the Homeless Outreach coordinator for her church since
the beginning in the late 1980s. In the 30 years of her service, Nancy has ensured that the members of Corkran collect items for distribution
for each event held by The Homeless Outreach. Nancy has faced challenges and obstacles but always comes through with bags of supplies be
they school supplies, toys, clothes, hygiene or whatever other items are being collected. Thanks be to God for Nancy’s faithfulness and stalwart service. She has made a huge difference in thousands of lives over the last 30 years.
Edna Majors of Evangel Assembly of God Church in Camp Springs has been a faithful member of our team for the past seven years.
Edna faithfully attended each Shepherd’s Cove monthly event until she became homebound. As a volunteer she shared her testimony with
the women and brought them encouragement and strength. She also frequently distributed “Love Letters from God” to each woman, which
they deeply cherished. For the last three years, Edna has worked from her home and has personally packed thousands of hygiene kits. Edna
adds the little Bible of Salvation verses to each kit. Praise God for faithful saints who keep loving and contributing through trials, toils, and
snares.
Alicia Heffentregger of Providence United Methodist Church in Fort Washington, Maryland has provided thousands of meals over the
course of the last five years to the many homeless children and adults who attend our events. Alicia with the assistance of her husband and
catering staff graciously supplies all the food necessary to feed 200-300 people for each event. We all stand in awe of such a magnanimous
gesture of love and commitment, and give God praise for His amazing handmaiden.
May the Lord greatly bless and increase every act and labor of love and kindness!
Thanks to the many other church coordinators and behind-the-scenes prayer warriors, donors and workers who make such a powerful difference in the lives of so many needy children and adults. Thank you for shining the light for Jesus!

Shepherd’s Cove Outreach
In June, Peggy Addison and members of her church had a family board game night for the women and children. In addition to
ministering one on one and providing information and prayer for each person, a lively game of Family Feud took place and generated much enthusiasm.
In July and in September, My Sister’s Closet presented a full workshop of employment-related activities and teachings. With
experience as career coaches, and resume writers, this team always provides important and timely information to women who
are many times venturing out into job hunts and interviews. Praise God and thanks for their expert and comprehensive services
offered so freely to these women in need. Their presentation is always full of testimony and praise to the Lord.
In August, Back to School was our theme. The residents received a full-course meal
expertly prepared by Chef Ian.
After a fun warmup time of arts and crafts, Karen Turley Praise Band and Minister
Angela Collins offered up praise and worship. Children spontaneously came forward and began praising God in the dance. The Room was filled with the presence
of God. Pastor Collins gave a powerful and encouraging message sharing personal
testimony of hardship and breakthrough through dependence on the Lord.
The children went outside for a time of much-needed outdoor exercise and play
while teacher Latia Howard talked to the parents about making this a successful
school year for their children.
School supply distribution was met with joy and appreciation by both mothPastor Collins and Angela Collins of
New Life brought the message and
ers and children. Thank you to all who contributed!
powerful praise and worship at the
Shepherd’s Cove Back to School Event.

To God be the Glory!

Latia Howard,
teacher and
author gave the
mothers helpful
pointers on
making their
children’s school
year successful.

Thanks to all who have been God’s instruments in making the last six months’ fruitful and blessed for the
homeless families and for the Kingdom of God.

Thanks to all pastors and volunteers from the following churches: National Church of God, Evangel Assembly of
God, Corkran United Methodist Church, Shield of Faith Christian Ministry, Christ’s Mission Ministries, Our
Savior’s Lutheran/St. Michael’s Truth, Berean Baptist Church, Kingdom Covenant Church, Hope Christian Center,
New Life, Renewal Christian Center
Thanks to the following ministries; Grace Brethren Christian School, Gideons International, Dorcas Closet, My
Sister’s Closet, Karen Turley Praise Band, Marianne and Pete praise and worship, Ambitious Women on a
Mission, Shepherd’s Cove Team, WISE (Women in Service Empowered)
Thanks to the following businesses: Milloff’s Catering, Imagine Photography, Wakefield the Barber, Chef Ian
Praise be to God and thanks for all donors, volunteers, prayer warriors.

Thanks be to God for all souls saved !
And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as
the stars for ever and ever. Daniel 12:3

Ways to Participate in the Homeless Outreach
Singing * Puppets * Skits * Cooking
*Preaching * Prayer
Providing: Food, Hygiene Articles, New Underwear, Socks, New Hats, Gloves, Clothes (gently used), New Toys,
Monetary Donations
Or in any other way as the Lord Leads
Send monetary donations to The Homeless Outreach,
4114 27th Avenue, Temple Hills, MD 20748
Thank you and God Bless you!

