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UPCOMING EVENTS 2017
October 13

Shepherd’s Cove

November 10 Shepherd’s Cove-Early Thanksgiving
December 10 Christmas Celebration for Several Area

Shelters
We are collecting new toys for children
of all ages, gifts for teens; new hats,
gloves, gently used coats and other
good quality clothing items.

Blanket and coat distribution on the streets will take place situationally this winter
Ongoing collection of towels, washcloths, hygiene items, seasonal,
good quality clothing children and adult
Shepherd’s Cove outreaches are every 2nd Fri. of the month. Carol Leo,
240-475-4219 is the contact. The Homeless Outreach, Inc. supports two local
church outreach programs to the homeless. Contact for National Church of God
each Tues. is Pastor Ed Torrence, 240-299-0281. Contact for Fri. and Sat. from
Evangel Assembly is 301-899-5940, Phet and Chris Thomas.

Letter From the Director, Carol Leo
We know that the landscape in America is changing.
What defines “homeless” can include not just those
living on the streets or in shelters, but those in temporary living situations with family or friends; those in
makeshift dwellings, tents, abandoned buildings, or
cars.
Reports from San Francisco indicate large settlements
of tent cities now exist within the larger city; in southern Virginia, whole sections of formerly thriving highways and cities contain abandoned hotels that have
been turned into “low-cost” housing. Those, who can’t
afford the going rents for apartments may live in this
type of dwelling for slightly less, with little oversight
or upkeep of property by owners. Other states have resorted to using their old hotels for the same purpose.
Would these people, who are living in these deplorable
living spaces be considered homeless, or are they now
removed from the statistics because they are in
“housing”?

Our dwellings in this life from our bodies to the
wood and stone houses in which we live are temporary.
For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to
be clothed upon with our house which is from
heaven: 2Corinthians 5:2

All of God’s children, whether in a house or without
a home, are earnestly longing for their eternal home.
For he looked for a city which hath foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. Hebrews 11:10

In John 14, Jesus says, “In my Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told
you. I go to prepare a place for you.”
In that same section of scripture, He tells us how to
obtain one of the mansions, “Jesus saith unto him, I
am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.”
As we continue to reach out to those, who are currently less advantaged in this life, our goal is to not
only help ease their current situations, but to deliver
to them the keys for their eternal home in glory with
Christ Jesus.
Many who are homeless have faith. Perhaps they are
born again, and are holding tight to the hand of Jesus
during their time of trial. Perhaps they are backslidden, and at one time experienced the saving power
of Christ, but have been led astray. Others could be
brand new Christians seeking for a way to grow in
their faith in spite of their circumstances.
We are privileged to reach out to our sisters and
brothers, whose deepest need is really no different
than ours, and that is to allow the Lord Jesus Christ
to come into their hearts and bring salvation and His
Holy Spirit and delivering power.
Basic needs in a life such as food, clothing, and shelter, are open doorways to share the love of Christ
and to win souls to Him.
Thank you for partnering with us in this mission of
mercy and love. May God Bless You!!
There is currently a big need in Prince George’s
County for churches to open their doors to be a part
of the Warm Nights program, which is now extended
to all 12 months of the year. Please see page 3.

Scenes below from event held at the National Church of God gum on Sunday August 13

Dorcas Clothing Closet provided hundreds of
items of good quality clothing to the many families.
(Right) Preliminary activities included hula hoop
demo and lessons from
master hula hoopster Karen
Braxton and a great session
on the open court hosted by
the National Church of
God’s Men’s Ministry.

Chris prayed and the
Holy Spirit held a
healing service.

(Right) Following
prayer and altar call in
which many bowed
their heads to receive
the Lord, Leo
Brandao, a Gideon,
distributed many New
Testaments to eager
takers

Pastor Jackie gave a strong
message in an especially creative way for both young and
old.

Pete and Marianne led
anointed praise and
worship.

Many hours of
school supply
preparation took
place behind the
scenes. Thanks to
all donors and
volunteers!

Children made their arts
and crafts projects affirming that Jesus Loves
Me!

Volunteers
ready to
serve the
delicious
and nutritious food
prepared
by our loving caterer.

Help Bring the Homeless in from the Elements
CCSI (Community Crisis Services, Inc.) of Prince George’s County is looking for faith-based organizations to help
prevent homelessness. You are invited to join a wonderful cause in services that start individuals on the path to selfsufficiency.
Your faith-based organization can get involved by providing the space to house 25-35 guests nightly from 7pm-7am
for a week. Nightly shelter improves guests’ probability of attaining self-sufficiency and becoming a contributing
member of your community.
To be part of the 2017-2018 Hypothermia/Hyperthermia Shelter Program, contact Deidre McCalaster, Shelter Director Community Crisis Services, Inc. 301-864-7095 ext. 429 or via email at deidrem@ccsimd.org
http://www.communitycrisis.org/
Back-to-School Outreach: Four Phases in 2017
Thanks so much to those who took part in this year’s back to school outreaches by collecting and donating school
supplies, food, clothes and other goods; by praying; by preparing hygiene and diaper packs; and by volunteering. Out
of the abundance, we were able to provide school supplies and ministry at two Back to School outreaches in August
(one held at National Church of God for D.C. General Shelter and New Beginnings Park Road Shelter, and one held
at Shepherd’s Cove); we were able to provide a large donation of supplies to the Guardians in Southern Virginia; and
we were able to share with two more shelters as a first-time outreach at the Evangel Assembly of God Community
Day. During this outreach, uniforms, custom picked for size and color, were provided to 40 children.
Total of over 260 backpacks and supply packets were distributed.
Here are some thank you statements from those who we helped this year:


What a blessing you all's back to school event was for so many in DC and now blessing our friends here as
well. So thankful God connected us a few years ago. Thank you again for thinking of us. GOD BLESS, Stacy
 Thank you so much for thinking of our families. Everyone really enjoyed. Regards,Ms. Willie D. Moore
 We want to thank you again for inviting us to another Back to School event
Observations by Marianne. . .
Under a powerful presence of God, guests arrived and partook of the various opening activities such as free “shopping,” arts and
crafts, basketball and hula hoops. Our program started with children’s praise and worship songs led by Marianne, Carol, and
Pete. Many children were drawn to the altar and every child who had not already received Jesus raised his/her hand to receive
Him into their precious little hearts. To God be the glory! After a short message and some more songs, many more souls, adults
and children received Christ. Reverend Jackie Davidson presented a creative multi-media message, and many raised their hands
for individual prayer. Our workers prayed one on one for many needs. A request for Bible Study at D.C. General was made by
one of the residents. We are hoping to fulfill this request, please keep in prayer.
God’s presence was so strong at this event, when Chris Thomas prayed, healing words went forth and people in the audience
claimed their healings. Brother Leo handed out many New Testaments, then grace was prayed and the delicious four-course
meal was served. Family bags containing backpacks and sets of supplies individualized for age and grade of each child, were
lovingly packed by our volunteers and distributed before the families boarded the buses for the shelters.
Praise God for the fruitfulness of this very powerful outreach!

Shepherd’s Cove
Our monthly outreaches to the families at Shepherd’s Cove continue. June saw a thought-provoking and helpful
presentation on Fear or Faith? Overcoming Roadblocks led by Rosita Taylor of My Sister’s Closet.
In July, a lovely presentation on Natural Haircare led by a professional hair stylist and the team from My Sister’s
Closet intrigued and encouraged the women on caring for their “crowning glory.”
August was Back to School time, and excited children got special backpacks and plenty of school supplies. Even the
babies received back to school gifts in the form of stuffed animals. Andrea Livingston gave the mothers a strong challenge to help their children have success in the school year. The Karen Turley praise band led in worship songs.
In September, the Shepherd’s Cove residents were treated to a challenging and inspiring presentation by Schemeka
Bowrin, entitled “Hope in the Valley,” which highlighted her personal testimony out of homelessness and onto a career path.
The October outreach will consist of another testimony from someone who made it out of the shelter and into a successful business career.
All of our programs are led by women of faith who have something that only God has given to them to share with the
sisters in need at Shepherd’s Cove. Please continue to pray for fruitfulness of this outreach!

Businesses:

And above all things have

Milloff’s Catering, Alicia Heffentregger, Brandywine, MD
fervent charity among
Imagine Photography, Kea Taylor, 3717 Georgia Avenue, Washington, DC. 20010 yourselves: for charity

Churches and Ministries:

shall cover the multitude
of sins.
1 Peter 4:8

National Church of God (N.E.T., Men’s Ministry, Pastors Torrence and Henderson), Corkran
United Methodist Church, Nancy Thoman; Evangel Assembly of God (Dorcas Closet, Sylvia
Love & Local Missions Chris and Phet Thomas); Christ’s Mission Ministries, Pastor Edwards;
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church; Berean Baptist Church (Pastor Jackie Davidson); Marianne,
Pete; Karen Turley Praise Band; Gideons; My Sister’s Closet (Maria Stanfield & Team);
Christle Lighthouse (Rev. Sincavage, Tina Price & Team); Shepherd’s Cove Team; new participants from First Baptist Church of Glen Arden, Schemeka and Sherry; all donors, prayer
partners, volunteers and supporters of every description; shelter staff members and Bus drivers,

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over,
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you
again. Luke 6:38
Ways to Participate in the Homeless Outreach
Singing * Puppets * Skits * Cooking
*Preaching * Prayer
Providing: Food, Hygiene Articles, New Underwear, Socks, New Hats, Gloves, Clothes (gently used), New Toys,
Cash Donations
Or in any other way as the Lord Leads
Thank you and God Bless you!

