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UPCOMING EVENTS 2009

October Outreach

Fri., Oct. 9
Shepherd’s Cove

Thanksgiving
Outreach

Fri., Nov. 13
Shepherd’s Cove

Christmas
Outreach

Sun., Dec. 13
Location TBA
For Community of Hope, Hope
Apts., Families Forward,
Shepherd’s Cove, Spring
Road
COLLECTING: new toys for
children from infant to teen;
new hats and gloves for children infant to teen and adult;
hygiene articles for families;
gently used or new warm winter clothing

Street Outreach

Dates TBA
Downtown DC
COLLECTING: blankets, hats,
gloves, coats

Contact Bertha Fenwick, 301-292-2658
or Carol Leo, 240-475-4219 to donated
or participate.

As I was swimming just now, I had a thought that unless I
push the air all the way out of my lungs, there is no room to
take a complete breath and fill up with more air. I prayed that
even so, may the rhythm of my life be such that material objects do not clutter and block, but constantly flow out and do
the work God intends for them to do in order for the new to
flow in. May my life’s rhythm, as I give and receive what God
has planned, be as smooth as the air flow in a wellseasoned swimmer.
“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth,
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal. But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt and where thieves do not break through
nor steal.”
I know there are reasons and seasons for all that God bestows, and as I experience firsthand the constant provision
of God into this ministry as we faithfully distribute to those
who have need, I realize where the Lord stands on this idea
of materialism in this life.
“Give and it shall be given unto you; good measure,
pressed down, and shaken together, and running
over, shall men give into your bosom for with the
same measure that you mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”
Much of what God gives us is a test to see if we will obey
and be that agent through which He can bless someone who
is in need. Will we be part of the constant sowing and reaping process in this life whereby the Holy Spirit can move unhindered to bring souls to Christ?
May the Lord lead us and teach us by His Spirit what His
purpose is for gifts and blessings both material and spiritual
that He has bestowed. May we not be afraid to take Him at
His Word.

Thanks to all those who have given lovingly and faithfully
into this ministry. May God richly bless you!

Things didn’t go the way they were planned from the outset this year. There were some unexpected improvements and some unfortunate events never before experienced at any of our outreaches. These included two medical emergencies; one, an asthma attack brought on by the weather and one a serious fall
on the rough terrain in the park. Both victims recovered by the grace of God and prayers of His children,
but the fact that we have held dozens of events over the years, and never had this type of incident, helps
to highlight how faithfully God has watched over us.
When adults and children at events following the picnic expressed what a blessing it had been to them;
when comments were made like, “it was the first time I had been to anything outside the shelter since I entered three months ago, thank you so much, I had the best time and it really helped me.,” and this was accompanied by a much brighter and more peaceful countenance, we knew, that in spite of the hardships
this time, God had greatly blessed and used our picnic to sow healing and blessing into the lives of the attendees.
Thanks to all donors and participants including members of National Church of God, Evangel Assembly of
God, and the Gideons who faithfully handed out New Testaments to all who were ready to receive them.
Special thanks also to Alicia Adams, Greta Newsome, Nancy and Grace Norwood, Sarah, Renee, Phyllis,
Bertha and Charles Fenwick, the Roberts family, and so many others for their hard and tireless work
throughout the day.

The two Back-to-School Outreaches were times when God breathed grace and favor into the
lives of many very needy children and adults. Below are some photos from the event held
at National Church of God facility for families from four area shelters.

Johnson Williams
brings Words of wisdom & love to the
children and parents
(above left).

Children & others color their Back-to-School pictures &
work on their Salvation bead craft project while mothers diligently select clothing from the vast array on the tables.

Carol brings the salvation message through
a bead arts & crafts project.

Marian Benson ministers in song (above right)

In all, backpacks filled with school supplies were distributed to 250 children. This included not only 150 from
Washington, D.C./Maryland shelters, but also 100 more to places like the CARES shelters in southern Virginia and
impoverished children in Alabama through the Evangel Assembly of God Mission trip.
Special thanks goes to Evangel Assembly of God; National Church of God; Corkran United Methodist Church;
Merito Corporation; G.A. Shaffer/Gospel Temple of Praise; and LaVerne Evans and team for donations of labor,
time, prayer, goods, money, and facilities. Thanks also to Derek Lewis and the Mighty Warriors of Exaltation who
came to minister in dance but were prohibited by a faulty sound system.
TO GOD BE THE GLORY!

Shepherd’s Cove Outreach
As we listened to the women reciting various jobs that they had held, new meaning came to
the saying, “There but for the grace of God go I.” It was our monthly Friday night outreach at
Shepherd’s Cove and Minister Barbara Lewis and Del from the Ruth Project in Waldorf, MD
were conducting an interactive Bible Study for the women. It involved each of them sharing
facts about themselves based on the color of the M&Ms that had been handed to them. Blue
M&Ms meant that they had to list any jobs they had held. “I was an administrative assistant at
a college;” “I was a lunch monitor and aftercare assistant;” “I was a medical assistant, you
know, the one who draws your blood;” “I was an HR supervisor with the government;” “I was
a dental hygienist.”
What had happened to these women to cause their lives to descend into this kind of disarray,
where they no longer had a roof over their heads? We didn’t ask them for this part of the
equation. Del’s purpose in interacting was to bring positive images to their minds of what they
were or could be. We know that one lady had had a stroke. Another one was giving God
praise for restoring her life after a heart attack…As they focused on the fun caring and sharing exercises that Del & Barbara presented to them, we saw radiant smiles come to downcast
faces and the atmosphere was transferred into one of hope. Afterward, Barbara took everyone’s hand-written prayers and desires before the Lord. To symbolize that offering of prayer
going upward to God, she put them in a little can; took it outside and lit a match to them. As
the smoke went up, it became a touch-point of faith for the women to believe that their
prayers had ascended upward to God. He cares, and desires to answer their prayers.
Every month, God’s Word is given to the Shepherd’s Cove residents in ways that resonate in
their hearts and bring results in their lives. Whether it is Greta Newsome sharing the faithfulness of God from her own dramatic experience, or Barbara Lewis and Del, with creative
group activities, these interactive Bible studies are producing much fruit at Shepherd’s Cove.
We praise God for the faithful team that ministers at Shepherd’s Cove; the ministry includes
the snacks supplied each month by Alicia Adams; the hygiene articles and small toys and
books for the children; the clothes from Greta Newsome and others; the occasional meal
served by the Fenwicks, National Church of God; the children’s ministry presented by Carol
Leo; and the singing, preaching, and teaching by anointed ministers such as Diane Williams,
Phyllis Brown, Evangel Assembly of God, Marianne Benson and Pete Hyde, Solid Rock
Church. We are looking forward to Monica Cannon and a team from Central Baptist participating on a regular basis soon.
Our next events here are the second Friday in October and the Thanksgiving meal in November. Please keep this outreach to Shepherd’s Cove in your prayers.

Teaming up with One-Warm Coat
Groups and individuals have already started calling and emailing to say that they would like to
collect coats to be distributed to the homeless in the Washington, DC area. A prediction of
especially cold weather has been made for this winter. We are thankful that The Homeless
Outreach, Inc. can be a vessel of blessing to those in great need through our partnership with
One Warm Coat and the resource that they have to offer.

The Homeless Outreach, Inc.
4114 27th Ave.
Temple Hills, MD 20748
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Ways to Participate
Singing
Puppets
Skits
Preaching
Cooking
Providing: Food, Hygiene Articles, New Underwear,
Socks, New Hats, Gloves, New Toys, Cash Donations
Or helping in any other way
Contact Carol Leo, 240-475-4219 or Bertha Fenwick 301-292-2658
Check out our website:www.thehomelessoutreach.org for the latest information

THE HOMELESS OUTREACH
Has teamed up with
VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA
Call Carol Leo, 301 423-6466 or Volunteers of America,
1-800-407-2600 to make tax deductible donation of your used car.
(Make sure to tell them it is for The Homeless Outreach, Inc.)

