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UPCOMING EVENTS 2019 

Friday 6/14 Shepherd’s Cove 

Friday 7/12 Shepherd’s Cove 

Friday 8/9 Back to School Outreach: Shepherd’s Cove 

Sunday 8/11 Back to School Outreach: Hotel Shelters, New Be-
ginnings 

We are collecting school supplies of all kinds: paper, notebooks, 
binders, pencils, pens, sharpeners, rulers, crayons blunt scissors, 
glue sticks,  school boxes, $5 for backpack: needed by 8/3/19 
Drop off donations with your church coordinator or contact Carol 

Leo, Kathy G. 301-326-3263, Bertha Fenwick 301-292-2658 

Shepherd’s Cove outreaches are every 2nd Fri. of the month. Carol Leo,  
240-475-4219 is the contact. The Homeless Outreach, Inc. local church out-
reach programs to the homeless. Contact for National Church of God each 
Tues. is Pastor Ed Torrence, 240-299-0281.  
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life can produce spiritual and physical results as 
seemingly hopeless as the devastated appearance of the  
traumatized plant in my garden. Yet, a small seed of 
faith, which asks for prayer although the world has 
caved in around her, is the little green leaf, the small 
sign of life that awaits nurturing for a mighty work of 
revival and regeneration to begin in the life of one 
temporarily consigned to the shelter. 
As I received the prayer request from the woman who 
needed divine intervention in her job situation, I began 
to pray and apply the Word, Isaiah 54:17, “No weapon 
formed against you shall prosper;” Romans 8:31 “If 
God be for you, who can be against you?”; Psalm 18, a 
psalm of David that the Lord has given to me as a 
spiritual warfare psalm in my own job situation. Tears 
flowed as we prayed, and that watering with the Word 
was taking place. Release and victory came forth 
through the water of the Word. 
As I watched and listened to the testimony and teaching 
of our Women’s Day/Mother’s Day presenter and 
observed the women in the shelter riveted on her every 
word, I knew that an infusion of the life-giving water of 
the Word was taking place. The speaker reported that 
multiple women had come up to her afterwards and 
said “You just shared my story.”  Tears flowed because 
they now heard their story from the other side and had 
their faith shored up as they realized that through Christ 
there is victory and new life on the other side, 

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new.                                                                                                       
2 Corinthians 5:17 

When we minister to those in the shelters, we know that 
the attacks of Satan and circumstances of life, which 
brought them to a state of homelessness are as varied as 
the number of people in the shelter, but the same 
antidote applies to all. The water of the love of Jesus 
Christ, the Living Word, for each one expressed by His 
death on the cross and resurrection from the dead is the 
start point for redemption and a new life now and for 
eternity. 

To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give 
unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness; that they might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he 
might be glorified. Isaiah 61:3 

Thank you for your continuing participation as we 
continue reaching out to the homeless bringing 
tangible offerings of relief as well as the powerful 
unseen offerings of the Word of God.  

May He richly bless you! 

Letter from the Director, Carol Leo 
 
As I looked at the little plant in my garden that I had just 
transplanted the day before, there was not much indicating 
that it would survive the trauma of the transplant. The big, 
bright green leaves that had waved boldly in the wind the 
day before now hung lifeless at its sides. To all intents and 
purposes, the plant had not survived. 
Then I looked more closely. What was that coming out of 
the stem? Small, bright green leaves, indicators of new life. 
The sun was beating brutally down on the plant. I knew that 
without an emergency infusion of water, the new life 
attempting to burst forth might die. With life-giving water 
the plant could still pull through. 
As a gardener, it never fails to bring a sense of awe to me 
as I watch the growing process and note that some of the 
plants that started out the most scraggily and deficient had 
pressed on and become among the most robust specimens 
in the garden. The gardener learns to nurture signs of life; 
with extra care and water, the more deficient plants can 
become the stars of the garden. 
The Lord calls His children, who have been redeemed in 
Isaiah 61:3 “trees of righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord.” 
When we go into a shelter, we enter watering cans in hand, 
ready to pour some life-giving water of the Word wherever 
the requests are made and the Lord leads. The traumas of 
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In Spite of the forecast for rain, God blessed us with good 
weather so we could have our Easter egg hunt outside. As the 
workers busied themselves with preparations, an atmosphere 
of joyful expectancy filled the air at the Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran  Great Hall. A powerful prayer was prayed by the 
ministry team inviting the Holy Spirit to take over the 
Resurrection celebration. As soon as the women, men, and 
children arrived from the shelters, the children and some 
parents eagerly made their way outside and the Easter egg 
hunt was on! 
Once back inside, bags bulging with bright plastic candy and 

scripture-filled eggs, the children were invited to come 
forward. Marianne then shared how Jesus is their best friend, 
who came to save us all. They all prayed to receive Jesus into 
their hearts. They danced with great enthusiasm on the stage 
while the praise music went up as an act of worship to God. 
Minister Jackie then shared a wonderful illustrated message  
about walking in faith using a volunteer from the audience. 
The message was well received and was followed by many 
repeating the sinner’s prayer to receive salvation. 
Marianne extended an invitation to receive the baptism in the 
Holy Spirit and the miracle-working power of Jesus Christ, 
and then sang the anointed old hymn, “Because He Lives I 
can Face Tomorrow” accompanied by Pete and James on 
instruments.  
The Gideon’s passed out close to 50 New Testaments to all 
who received them.  
The meal, lovingly prepared by Milloff’s was eaten with 
great enthusiasm and appreciation. 
Chris prayed an anointed dismissal prayer, which included a 
mini healing service. 
 
 
 
 

The families received an abundance of gifts of clothing, 
household items, washcloths, towels, laundry detergent, 
hygiene, stuffed animals. Thanks to Dorcas Closet and My 
Sister’s Closet, and all donors and volunteers. 

How amazing are God’s ways! And how He 
loves His mothers and their precious children. 
We saw this great manifestation of God’s 
loving presence and power at Shepherd’s 
Cove .This Mother’s Day Outreach was extra 
special.  
Dinner was served, then came the preliminary 
activities. Each family eagerly signed up and 
waited their turn for a photo shoot with Kim 
and Kea from Imagine Photography. The bold, 
bright family portraits were thankfully 
received and treasured by the families. 
Next Minister Jackie put basins on each table 
and led the women in on-the-spot application 
of Mary Kay facial masks  as a lesson in 
skincare that was received with excitement by 
some and with dubious hesitancy by others. 
While the women enjoyed these “icebreaker” 
activities, the children made Mother’s Day 
cards and foam arts and craft projects with 
great joy. 
Marianne and Pete led in joyful praise and 
worship. Special children’s songs then praise 
and worship were followed by the salvation 
prayer.  
The message came forth from Mary Gillam, 
who shared her life’s story, which was a 
miraculous testimony of God’s intervention 
through tragic circumstances. The women 
readily received the message of God’s love 
through Jesus Christ and were ready to receive 
the prayer that she prayed over them for the 
intervention of the Holy Spirit to meet their 
every need. 
Individual attention was given to each woman,. 
In the meantime, Kathy and Carolyn 
ministered to the children as they romped and 
played and enjoyed snacks in another room.  
Gifts including beautiful flowers for each 
woman from Lucy one of our workers, special 
hygiene kits, activity books for young and old, 
and stuffed  animals and diapers for the babies 
Thanks to all who participated! 
Thank you, Lord for blessing this event with 
your amazing and miraculous touch.  

Articles: Marianne Benson       Photos: Phet Thomas 

My Sister’s Closet distributed exquisite purses 
filled with many special gift items, 



“I was so intrigued when reading about the Homeless Outreach 
Easter Outreach event online that I just had to get our bible study 
to volunteer. Upon arrival I was shocked at how significant an 
impact this event had on the families in attendance! I was humbled 
as I watched buses of families in need unload their families and fill 
bags with clothes, towels, hygiene kits, etc. I’m beyond grateful to 
have volunteered with the Homeless Outreach and can’t wait to 
come back next year!”                                                                                                                                 
      Samantha Williams  

College Park Bible Study Group 

Jeremy, Autumn and Breon a youth praise team from Evangel Assembly of 
God provided powerful Gospel music at the end of  the event. 

Welcome to New Volunteers 

We look forward to future participation 
from these and all other awesome 

volunteers! 
 

Hallelujah! 

Shepherd’s Cove Outreaches 

January 
We opened up the new year with a helpful class for those with healthy New Year’s resolutions. Lucy Robinson, career 
gym teacher taught us how to improve our health with armchair exercise. Lucy taught the importance of maintaining 
one’s health in the grand scheme of God’s plan. The program, originally intended for adults attracted so many 
children that it ended up being our program for both children and adults that evening. By the end of the class, our 
bodies were telling us that we had had a workout even though we had not left the chairs. 

February 
This month of love was a great opportunity to emphasize the greatest Love of all times. Marianne Benson conducted a 
mini prayer workshop, teaching the women from her own testimony and life experience, how to effectively pray and 
praise the God who loves and sent Jesus to die for each one. Valentine gifts were provided. 

March 
Job Readiness was the topic for March. Led by Wanda Russell, the team from Renewal Christian Center illustrated in 
sometimes humorous ways what to do and not do; to say and not say; wear and not wear on a job interview. The team 
offered help with resume preparation; also had a rack of appropriate, good quality work outfits available for 
distribution. Many women were helped in practical ways and given some tools to prepare them for their new jobs. 

 

Our team is thankful to the Lord for these monthly opportunities to share Christ and His love in practical ways with 
the residents of this shelter. Each of our events includes a life skills teaching from a Christian perspective. The women 
receive encouragement and strength. The children are given a playtime with toys and sports equipment brought in by 
one of our workers, Kathy. Everyone participates in arts and crafts, singing, prayer and hearing about Jesus. Snacks, 
sometimes dinner, and practical new gift items are also given. We find that the excitement, love and gratitude that we 
encounter from the residents ministers as much or more to us as our ministry does to them. Thanks to all the faithful 
ones who pray, support, participate.  

 

To God be the Glory! 



 

 

 

Ways to Participate in the Homeless Outreach 
Singing * Puppets * Skits * Cooking 

*Preaching * Teaching * Prayer 
Providing: Food, Hygiene Articles, New Underwear, Socks, New Hats, Gloves, Clothes (gently used), New Toys,  

Or in any other way as the Lord Leads 
Send monetary donations to  

The Homeless Outreach, 4114 27th Avenue, Temple Hills, MD 20748 
Thank you and God Bless you! 

Thanks and Praise to the Volunteer Groups for Their Faithful and Gifted Service 2019 
 

Churches: Our Savior’s Lutheran/St. Michael’s Truth, National Church of God, Shield of Faith Christian Minis-
try, Evangel Assembly of God, Christ’s Mission Ministries, Berean Baptist Church, Kingdom Covenant Church, 
Hope Christian Center, Renewal Christian Center, Grace Brethren 

Ministry Teams: NCOG Men’s Ministry, Dorcas Closet, My Sister’s Closet, Grace Brethren Youth, Our Sav-
ior’s Lutheran/St. Michael’s Truth Sunday School, College Park Youth Bible Study, My Sister’s Closet, Gideons, 
Ambitious Women on a Mission, Evangel Assembly of God Youth Praise Team, Marianne-Pete-James Praise 
Team; Jean-Judy donors, Bertha-Charles-Janet and Food Service Team, Minister Jackie Davidson and Team; Mary 
Gillam Ministry, Chris-Phet Ministry Team, all unnamed volunteers, donors, ministry partners, prayer warriors, 
ministers 

Businesses: Milloff’s Catering, C.J. Campbell and Associates, Imagine Photography, Mary Kay Cosmetics 
(Jackie Davidson), Knox Brooks Carey 

The Homeless Outreach is now registered with the Amazon Smile Program. Use the link below when 
shopping on Amazon. and Amazon donates 5% to the Homeless Outreach for each eligible purchase:  

Our unique charity link: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1641513 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=CWZK0AZZZD4W&K=2CQYAAJ83JOA2&M=urn:rtn:msg:201905070308253ca7f9a37f434b948a03fbd47da0p0na&R=22D9XY3TXW2CW&T=C&U=https%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F52-1641513%3Fref_%3Dpe_1723670_203812010&H=DIFJIWNFYMJCLJNAB6XMPFHUAJAA&re

