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UPCOMING EVENTS 2016 

June 12 Shepherd’s Cove  

July 10 Shepherd’s Cove 

August 14 Back-to-School Shepherd’s Cove 

August 16 Back-to-School D.C. General and 
five other Facilities 

We are collecting School supplies of all kinds: paper, note-
books, pencils, pens, crayons, blunt scissors, rulers, eras-
ers, backpacks, school boxes, pencil cases. Backpacks may 
be sponsored for $6 each. Also, gently used children’s 
clothing. 

Shepherd’s Cove outreaches are every 2nd Fri. of the month. 
Carol Leo, 240-475-4219 is the contact. The Homeless Out-
reach, Inc. supports two local church outreach programs to the 
homeless. Contact for NCOG each Tues. is Pastor Ed Torrence, 
240-299-0281. Contact for Fri. and Sat. from Evangel Assembly 
is 301-899-5940, Phet and Chris Thomas.  
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(Community Crisis Services Inc.) a nonprofit organization in 
Prince Georges County, to hear more about the services 
offered and the population served.  

Donny described the tent cities and the measures that are 
already in place through CCSI to serve the homeless. He 
also described the Warm Nights Program, the suicide pre-
vention and shelter hotline, and a few other facilities that 
are in place throughout the County under CCSI. 

Unfortunately, the problem of homelessness in Prince 
George’s County is larger than can be handled by the two 
primary shelters, Shepherd’s Cove for the women and chil-
dren, and P.G. House for the men. The Warm Nights Pro-
gram and other CCSI programs increase the safety net for 
the homeless in our own County. Please read more about 
this program on page 3 of this newsletter. 

As we continue to seek God for His ministry plan, we are 
glad to be able to provide support on a monthly basis from 
The Homeless Outreach for those in the tent cities  of hy-
giene, towels, and washcloths. As we do so, prayer and min-
isterial tracts for these families and individuals will accom-
pany every packet of support.  

There is one consistent factor that unifies all who are cur-
rently homeless. That is a collapse of an external support 
system and/or a negative reversal in finances.  

. . . the poor committeth himself unto thee; thou art the 
helper of the fatherless. Psalm 10:14c 

. . . But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: 
thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my 
God. Psalm 40:17 

Homelessness is a time like no other when the false security 
of material possessions is removed and total focus can be 
shifted to God. 

Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the 
poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom 
which he hath promised to them that love him?  
                                                                                  James 2:5 

Those of us who minister on a regular basis in the shelters 
all have personal testimonies of the ways a miraculous God 
moved mountains in our personal lives, and we are just 
faith-filled enough to believe that He will do the same thing 
in the lives of those homeless individuals, who trust and 
believe in Him. 

Thank you for partnering with us to meet needs in this des-
perate time and to bring souls to Christ! 

To God be the Glory! 
 

Letter From the Director, Carol Leo 

As our team began hearing more and more about the numer-
ous tent cities that have been springing up in the Maryland 
suburbs in recent years, we began praying about what our in-
volvement should be. For the most part, The Homeless Out-
reach reaches out to the people residing in the homeless shel-
ters, and we also minister to those, particularly in winter, who 
live on the streets and the grates of D.C. We have noticed that 
those visible on the streets of D.C. have decreased dramatically 
in recent years due to much stricter enforcement of anti-
vagrancy laws, but knowing that the people with the needs 
had not disappeared from the face of the earth, we asked our-
selves, where had they gone? 

The answer is that they have moved into the suburbs and set 
up tent cities outside of shopping centers, in the woods, and in 
a variety of locations.  We have heard that this is taking place 
in Prince George’s County, Charles County, Montgomery Coun-
ty, and in Howard County. 

We then met with Donny Phillips, Shelter Manager of CCSI 

http://www.thehomelessoutreach.org


Are You Smarter Than A 5th Grader? 
 

When Homeless Outreach, Inc. Director Carol Leo asked me to give a brief and powerful 
message for the Palm Sunday Outreach Service, I said a quick prayer:  Lord, help!   

 
Almost instantly, the answer came to me.  I knew that immediately that I was supposed to 
present an interactive sermon modeled after the popular TV program:  “Are You Smarter 
Than  A Fifth Grader?”  Knowing that there are usually lots of school age children at the 
event, I didn’t hesitate.   
 
Scanning the room, I saw one boy who looked like he might be a 5th grader.  He was!  When the time came to 
present the message, 11 year old, 5th grader (name withheld) eagerly stepped forward.  In the end, he correctly 
answered all the questions about the Triumph of Jesus before the Passover to the delight of all the saints assem-
bled.   
 
It was wonderful!  But even more wonderful was when this same young man stepped forward to receive Jesus 
Christ as his Lord and Savior.  The saints praised God! When a young mom came forward with her baby to re-
ceive Christ also, she ask “Are we the only ones?”  When I told her that “God will orchestrate special events just 
for one person” I realized that God had this young man on his mind when he gave me the idea to use “Are You 
Smarter Than a 5th Grader, because he was the only 5th Grader there!  It reminded me of how much God truly 
loves us and wants to save everyone.  Everyone can be saved, if you are as smart as an 11 year old, 5th grader - 
(name withheld).   
 
“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so that no one 
need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life.” – John 3:16 (The Message) 

Search high and 
low! Plenty of 
Easter eggs to be 
found, but due to 
weather, they 
were hidden in-
side this year for 
the first time! 

Relishing those cupcakes and all the 
delicious food lovingly donated by the 
caterer. 

Our Easter Outreach took place the Sunday before Easter. Held this year at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, it was bursting with the 
love, joy, and peace of Christ. The Dorcas Closet, the Gideons, Pastor Jackie and our ministry team brought forth a dynamic message 
of life, hope, and eternal salvation through Christ. Several souls came forward to receive Christ, and many others prayed at their seats. 
We served a sumptuous Easter feast and filled many bags with clothing, towels, washcloths, hygiene for the guests. 



 
As I went in with my contribution of large bowl of salad for the families who were being housed the first 
week of June at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church on St. Barnabas Road, I immediately noticed the special 
“bedroom” set-up. In the middle of the room were partitions, which cordoned off an area of cots. As I 
looked around, I noticed that the doors that opened to other rooms all had temporary signs on them. In place 
of “library,” or “nursery” or “storage room” were the names of the family or families who would be occupy-
ing the room for the week. 

I spoke with Kathy Gabrielsen, who was helping to coordinate the program for her church, and she showed 
me the large poster board chart on which different church members or outside organizations had signed up 
for a block of time in order to supply breakfast, a bag lunch, dinner, evening activity, or overnight monitor-
ing for the families being housed that week. A member of the CCSI (Community Crisis Services Inc.) staff 
also stays onsite at all times while the people are present at the church. 

The Warm Nights schedule is the same each day. The families leave the church facility between 6 and 6:30 
every morning, many of the adults to jobs; others go out looking for work; and the children go to school. 
They then return in the evening after 5:30. There were mothers and fathers with children of all ages from 
infant to teen. There were also some single men, who slept on the cots behind the partitions in the middle of 
the room, and some single women who shared rooms. The Warm Nights intake limit per night is 25 individ-
uals. That first week in June, due to some last minute arrivals, they were slightly over the limit. 

The founder of the Warm Nights program of Prince Georges County is Donnie Phillips. He began this pro-
ject over 20 years ago. Originally, the program began in November and lasted through April. Each week of 
those months was covered by a church in Prince George’s County.  

In recent years, Donny noticed an increased need for this temporary shelter service, in particular, in the win-

ter because of the extreme cold and in the summer because of the extreme heat. This year, for the first time, 

the program is continuing through June with the option of lasting into July or August in case of extreme 

heat. Some churches have tentatively agreed to open their doors on an emergency basis if needed. The pro-

gram will officially resume in October of this year. 

Due to the increased need, the goal is to have the Warm Nights program in operation throughout all 12 

months of year. Shelters in D.C. are closing. This has increased the demand on Prince George’s County 

homeless services.  

The process for someone from Prince George’s County who is looking for temporary housing is to call the 

Shelter hotline at 1-888-731-0999. A Prince George’s County I.D. is required to obtain shelter. 

The greatest need right now is for churches who are willing to open their doors for one week out of the year 

to be temporary shelters for homeless families and individuals. Call 301-864-7095 to volunteer services or 

to obtain more information. CCSI can be accessed online at http://www.communitycrisis.org/ 

Kathy Gabrielsen expressed thanks and praise to God for the success of the program held at her church, this 

month. She noted that the Lord had truly provided in abundance for every need and that her church was 

highly honored and blessed to have been able to provide the services and to have had the support of others. 

Warm Nights Prince Georges County 

Dorcas Closet from 
Evangel Assembly was 
on site providing good 
quality clothing for the 
families. 

A local dental technician 
was on site offering free 
services. 

http://www.communitycrisis.org/


Check out our website  www.thehomelessoutreach.org for the latest information 

Thank you to the many donors of finances, goods, and services, who have made our outreaches 

so effective! A partial list of those who have given is below. 

 

Milloff’s Catering, Brandywine, MD 

Marlow Heights Shoe Repair, Marlow Heights, MD 

Imagine Photography, 1020 U St., NW Washington, DC  

 

National Church of God (N.E.T., Men’s Ministry), Corkran United Methodist Church; Evangel Assembly 

of God; Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Pastor Granston, Kathy Gabrielsen; Evangel Assembly, Dorcas Closet, 

Sylvia & Local Missions, Chris and Phet; Gideons; Fenwicks, Roberts; Berean Baptist Church of Prince 

George’s, Pastor Jackie Davidson; My Sister’s Closet; St. John’s of Clinton; Ambitious Women on a 

Mission; Karen Turley and Praise Band; Gideons 

 many unnamed donors and volunteers! May God richly bless you!! 

 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL OUTREACHES: AUGUST 12 AND 14, 2016 
Please keep the upcoming Back to School Outreaches in your prayers. This year, besides 

school supplies, we have a special need for gently used children’s clothing of all sizes.  

Mom’s Night Out 2016 
 
A mixture of elegance and spiritual strength characterized our annual Mom’s Night Out held at Shepherd’s Cove on Fri-
day, May 13. Thanks to the assistance of the Shepherd’s Cove Staff, a large group of women and children not only from 
the shelter, but also from the UCAP (United Communities Against Poverty) gathered to participate.  
 
The women arrived in their Sunday best looking elegant and ready to enjoy a time of refreshing. 
 
Family portraits donated by a talented professional photographer, Kea Taylor, of Imagine Photography were first on the 
agenda. As the families waited for their turn to be photographed, trays of  Hors d'oeuvres were served. Then the Spirit and 
presence of the Lord were ushered in by the anointed praise and worship of Karen Turley and band. This was followed by 
the comedic performance of Sista Soldja.  A strong message of hope and deliverance was delivered by Reverend Jackie 
Davidson. As the evening came to a close, the whole group of women came together in a prayer circle and for the last half 
hour, prayer and confession of God’s Word took place led by Reverend Davidson. 
 
In the meantime, the children were enjoying rhythm band and arts and crafts in another room. At the end of the evening, 
they marched down the hall and waited in excitement to enter the cafeteria and present their mothers with the large tissue 
flowers and Mother’s Day cards, which they had made earlier with the help of our workers. 
 
The first woman, who I encountered exiting the event was glowing with the praise and testimony of Almighty God in her 
heart and on her lips. “Tonight I received my deliverance” was her comment as she joyfully made her way down the hall. 
This was followed by similar joyful exclamations by other women of the experience they had just had in the powerfully 
charged atmosphere of the Mom’s Night Out Service. To God be the glory for what He did! 
 
Special thanks is extended to Lucy Robinson, coordinator of the event, Karen Turley and Band, Sista Soldja, Kea Taylor, 
Reverend Jackie Davidson; Children’s workers, Pete Hyde, Alicia Adams, Phyllis Brown, Jackie Andrews,  Carol Leo; and 
special thanks is expressed to Deborah Ellison and the Shepherd’s Cove staff. Thank you and God bless all! 

website:www.thehomelessoutreach.org

