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UPCOMING EVENTS 2015
Friday, May 8

Women’s Day/Mother’s Day Outreach, Shepherd’s Cove

Friday, June 12

Shepherd’s Cove Outreach

Friday, July 10

Shepherd’s Cove Outreach

Aug. 14-16

Back to School for families from
D.C. General, Community of Hope,
Hope Apartments, Shepherd’s Cove,
Spring Road, New Beginnings Park
Road and any others as the Lord
leads.
We are collecting: new school supplies, paper, pencils, pens, notebooks, crayons, scissors, glue
sticks, rulers, backpacks. Backpacks may be sponsored for $6.00.

Please contact Ed Torrence, 240-299-0281 or Carol Leo 240-4754219, or Kathy Gabrielsen 301-423-7851 to donate.
Shepherd’s Cove outreaches are every 2nd Fri. of the month.
Carol Leo, 240-475-4219 is the contact. The Homeless Outreach,
Inc. supports two local church outreach programs to the homeless. Contact for NCOG each Tues. is Pastor Ed Torrence, 240299-0281. Contact for Fri.. from Evangel Assembly is 301-8995940, Phet and Chris Thomas.

Letter From the Director, Carol Leo
The Homeless Outreach, Inc. came into existence in the 1980s
when homelessness was first becoming a nationwide problem in
the United States. Unfortunately, homelessness has continued to
increase and there is no end in sight to this serious crisis. If there
was ever a time for an awakening, for a turning back to solid
Christian values and to Christ Himself, it is now.
Can the crisis be blamed on sinful lifestyles? Yes, both the sinfulness of a greedy housing industry, and the sinfulness of a feelgood culture of drugs and sexual immorality.
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Through the turmoil, Jesus is reaching. His hand is just
as powerful and His love is just as strong as it ever was.
He is the same yesterday, today and forever. As Moses
held up the serpent of brass in Numbers 21:9, all who
looked on it were healed, even so must Jesus be lifted
up according to John 3:14, and all who look on Him
shall be healed. As Christians, our job is to lift up Jesus.
Our battle is not the overwhelming one of changing the
plight of homelessness, but our battle is our faith. We
can’t, in our own strength, make one iota of difference
for someone who is homeless, but we can make whatever small offering we are able to give and lift up Jesus.
Soon, a whole new vista can open up for one who is
seemingly in hopeless circumstances.
It is thrilling to hear a woman at the shelter testify to me
“Today I asked God for work, and out of nowhere,
someone hired me for two hours to pass out fliers, and
paid me on the spot. I am going to believe God for
more work;” or to see another woman unbidden by anyone other than the Holy Spirit, rise out of her chair and
begin prophesying about who she is in Christ, and how
she would not be in the shelter anymore at this time
next year; or to see another one, who ever since she accepted Jesus a couple of months ago, has never stopped
smiling, when her expression used to be downcast at
best; or to watch children so eager to come forward and
receive Christ that they almost trip over their chairs
when the invitation to come forward and pray is given;
or just to see the enthusiasm, gratitude, and relief that is
expressed for whatever activities, gifts, friendship, and
prayers we have to offer upon our arrival at the shelter
for a monthly outreach event.
How did things in America get to such a rundown state?
By leaving Jesus out of our culture and lifestyle; and
how can things be restored? By inviting Jesus back in to
be Lord over our nation and individual lives.
Thank you, Lord, for waiting patiently to hear our prayers, and for remaining steadfast and faithful. And thank
you, Lord for using our hands, feet, and mouths to bring
this good news to others, whose circumstances are more
desperate than our own.
Thank you to all for every monetary offering, article of
clothing, or other donation, every minute of your time
and every prayer that you have offered as we reach out
to save souls and transform lives!

To God be the glory!

Photos courtesy of Marianne Benson and Marclla Dillard

The sun shone brightly on a perfect day for the Easter Homeless Outreach at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, Carol and
the workers joined hands and hearts to pray, and God’s glory
filled the room! Soon the mothers and children arrived to celebrate the miracle of the Resurrection. At least 150 souls
came with a spirit of expectancy. The children enjoyed the art
project as the mothers went “shopping” for much needed
clothes.
Karen Turley and her powerfully anointed praise and worship team lead us
in joyful praise songs as Jesus was lifted up
and glorified.
Pastor Grantson shared
some delightful African
stories accompanied by the
African drum followed by a
short message by Marianne
Benson on discovering
God’s plan for your life. An
invitation to receive Jesus
was given and many women responded by receiving Him
as Lord and Savior. Marianne then invited children to come forward to make
the same decision. They eagerly prayed to received Jesus into their precious
little hearts. What joy!
Next was the Easter egg hunt, which delighted all the children, especially when they found a precious promise from God’s Word in
every egg. Some came forward to read their scripture
verses.
Everyone enjoyed a nutritious
and delicious meal prepared
with loving care, as they quietly listened to worship songs.
A holy hush fell, and even the children were
quiet! Marianne sang “Because He lives,”
assuring them of a future as bright as the
promises of God. The Gideons then passed
out Bibles to hungry souls. Thank you,
Lord, for another mighty move of your
Spirit and the precious souls who were born
into your Kingdom. To You be all the glory!
Submitted by Marianne Benson

Ambitious Women on a Mission

Volunteers at Large . . .
Ron Roberts,
who along with
his wife,
Annette, and
family has volunteered since the
90s.

Bertha Fenwick, right,
member of The Homeless
Outreach Board and faithful and dedicated part of
the team since the early
1990s, along with her husband Charles Fenwick has
headed up serving, food
preparation, donations,
storage, and many other
duties for all these years.

Betty Cottrell,
one of the original members of
The Homeless
Outreach team
at its inception
back in the
1980s. In recent
years she has
been participating again .

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the
Lord, forasmuch as
ye know that your
labour
is not in vain in the
Lord.
1 Corinthians 15:58

Annette Roberts, left, volunteer, who along with her
husband Ron and family
members has always provided cheerful and loving
service and support, and
kind donations,

Marcella, first-time
participant and
aunt to Marcella
Dillard, one of the
faithful “Ambitious
Women on a Mission,” who was
invited by her
niece to join the
team. We appreciated her help at
the Easter Outreach.

John Fletcher, above left, a member of the National Church of God
Men’s Ministry, who along with other men from NCOG has been faithfully volunteering for each outreach
event for the last several years,
providing invaluable acts of kindness and labors of love.
Charles Fenwick, above right, and
member of The Homeless Outreach Board, who along with wife
Bertha above, has been with the
team since the early 90s, and has
provided countless hours of labor
and acts of love and support .

These volunteers are the ones who were randomly photographed at the Easter Outreach,
but each one of them highlights the work that is done in honor of Christ our Savior and as
outreach to the many souls that we have the privilege of reaching. Each one of them exemplifies selfless acts of love and kindness, and we are very thankful to the Lord that He
has raised them up to be part of this ministry team that has impacted the lives of so
many. Through many struggles and circumstances in their own lives, these volunteers
have persevered and continue to serve with joy and faithfulness.
It is also important to note, that each of these workers is representative of the many other
behind-the-scenes volunteers, who have co-labored in Christ for many, many years with
The Homeless Outreach.

Thanks be to God for all of His children who serve, love,
and give so faithfully!

Kathy Gabrielsen, who has
joined the team within the
last three years, has become the manager of donations and purchasing of
the many, many items that
we distribute to the needy
families.
Kathy has invested countless hours of labor and
love in caring for the children and adults who we
encounter at the shelters.
She is our newest board
member.

The Homeless Outreach, Inc.
4114 27th Ave.
Temple Hills, MD 20748
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Thank you to Local Businesses that have supported us:
Milloff’s Catering, Brandywine, MD
7 Eleven Inc.,1910 Elm Street, Alexandria VA
Wal Mart
Marlow Heights Shoe Repair, 4159 Branch Avenue, Marlow Heights, MD

Please keep our upcoming Women’s Day/Mother’s Day Outreach (May 8) in your prayers.
Also, please pray for our Back-to-School Outreaches in August! Praise God and Thank you.

Ways to Participate
Ministry of every kind: Singing, Praise Dance, Puppets, Skits, Preaching, Teaching
Providing: School Supplies, Food, Clothing, Hygiene Articles, New Underwear,
Socks, New Hats, Gloves, New Toys, Hygiene Articles, Bibles, Cash Donations
Praying
Or helping in any other way that the Lord leads
Contact Carol Leo, 240-475-4219 or Kathy Gabrielsen, 301-423-7851 for donations or to participate
Donations may be mailed to The Homeless Outreach, Inc. 4114 27th Avenue, Temple Hills, MD 20748
Check out our website:www.thehomelessoutreach.org for the latest information

