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UPCOMING EVENTS 2013
Fri., May 10

Mom’s Night Out

Shepherd’s Cove

Fri., June 14

Shepherd’s Cove

Fri. July 12

Shepherd’s Cove

Fri., Aug. 9

Back-to-School, Shepherd’s Cove

Sun. Aug. 11

Back-to-School, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church,
For: Community of Hope, Hope Apts., Park Rd.,
Spring Rd., Community Connection,

Sun., Date TBA

Back-to-School, D.C. General

BACK TO SCHOOL OUTREACHES, COLLECTING: new school supplies, all
kinds, pencils, pens, paper, notebooks, binders, school boxes, erasers,
sharpeners, scissors, glue, backpacks-donation of $7 will pay for a very
good quality backpack.
***Vacation Bible School at D.C. General***
Date – Monday, August 12, thru Friday, August 16, 2013.
Time 6:30p.m. – 8:30p.m.
Bible Study, arts and crafts, games and lots of fun.
All ages welcomed! Contact Rev. Diane B. Engram Williams,
(301) 248-5028, dbewilliams@verizon.net
Shepherd’s Cove outreaches are every 2nd Fri. of the month. Carol Leo,
240-475-4219 is the contact. The Homeless Outreach, Inc. supports two
local church outreach programs to the homeless. Contact for NCOG
each Tues. is Pastor Ed Torrence, 240-299-0281. Contact for 4th Fri.
from Evangel Assembly is 301-899-5940, Phet Thomas.

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR, Carol Leo

April 2013

The saving power of the Lord Jesus Christ made sense out of
our darkness, and His light showed us the doorway and then
His strength took us through the door.
Our God, who creates something out of nothing, leads us to
know that when He is in charge, hopelessness is cast down
and new light shines. Here are some scriptures:
. . .to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness … Isaiah 61:3
7

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy
out of the dunghill;
8
That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of
his people.
9
He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a
joyful mother of children. Praise ye the Lord. Psalm 113:7-9
This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved
him out of all his troubles Psalm 34:6
For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for,
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed
Luke 1:48
And base things of the world, and things which are despised,
hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to
nought things that are: 1 Corinthians 1:28
For thou wilt save the afflicted people; but wilt bring down
high looks. Psalm 27:1
It seems that the only way to be blessed is to experience defeat. That is why it is not depressing, but encouraging to minister to those who are currently suffering homelessness. We
know that it is God’s opportunity to turn their lives around.
We have good news, and we are able to share it with souls
who want to hear it.

Whether it is children who surround us in excitement as we
share with them a basketball hoop, or coloring book or just a
How many of us have a testimony of the change that God has made in our greeting or a song, or mothers who smile shyly as they find
lives? Perhaps the Lord delivered from drugs, alcohol, abuse, confusion,
out that they can make something beautiful with their
depression, anxiety, fear, doubt, hatred, pride, poverty, bad childhood,
hands , or men who find out that we have brought just the
disease...the list is endless. The one thing that all testimonies have in com- right size shirt for them or perhaps the hotdog and chips that
mon is the supernatural element. We had proved beyond a doubt that
feeds them for the first time that day, these souls are open
there was no hope, there was no answer, there was no meaning, there
and want to hear the good news. They are ready to believe
was no lasting satisfaction, there was no peace, there was no victory in the and receive that Jesus loves them, died for their sins, and
particular sinful lifestyle that we had chosen or that had chosen us. And no wants them to know Him for eternity. And God is ready to
one and nothing in the natural was strong enough or smart enough to
deliver on His may promises.
bring us out of the situation. That was when the Lord came by!
That is why it is a privilege to work in this ministry to the
homeless, and to continue reaching out. May God richly bless
all of you who serve so faithfully!

What a wondrous move of God we experienced as we came together to celebrate the Resurrection of our Savior ! There was an air of expectancy as we
entered the fellowship hall. Everything was perfectly orchestrated by the Holy
Spirit. The art project for the children was greatly appreciated, and the Easter
egg hunt was a big success as the children opened their eggs to discover
God’s glorious promises for them. The children enjoyed singing, “God’s not
dead-He’s still alive!” And the fire of God fell on the liturgical dancer as
she danced with all her heart for King Jesus! After we sang songs of
highest praise, something unusual happened. The fire of God fell on
the children who were drawn to the altar, and they prayed to receive
Jesus into their precious little hearts! Marianne then preached a message: “Empowered for Life” and many adults received Jesus as their
Savior and Lord. Glory to God! The Gideons’ men passed out Bibles to
thirsty souls who eagerly received them. Everyone enjoyed the meal
that had been lovingly prepared and the much needed clothes that
were donated. Once again, God proved His faithfulness by blessing
every soul with His loving Presence and wondrous provision. Thank
you, Lord! Submitted by Marianne Benson

Above, Lady Victoria worships the Lord to “I Can
Only Imagine.” She ushered in the presence of the
Lord, and had several
young
praise
dancers
following her
lead.

Gideon Lenny
Brown announces
the distribution of
the New Testaments.

Off to the Hunt!

Dorcas Clothing
Ministry, Evangel
Assembly of God

Below, “Ambitious Women on a Mission” came
and served. Thank you so
much!

Children wanted to
read the Scripture
they found in their
Easter egg at the
mic.

Pete shares his keyboard.. . .

Photos courtesy of Marianne Benson, Rita Hunt, Dwayne Roberts

Ms. Carol Leo,
It is with much gratitude that the Community Partnership acknowledges your Easter Fellowship at DC General Family Emergency
Shelter.
Your thoughtfulness means a lot to the families we serve as well as our organization. Knowing that there are other members within
our community that work passionately with the impoverished population adds an encouraging reinforcement to our greater cause. We
thank you for the newly purchases socks and underwear. The children enjoyed the Easter egg hunt and the multiple stuffed animals.
Parents were excited to shop through Ms. Love’s racks of clothes and the endless amount of food. Your contributions made our residents feel special to know that there are others in this world that are intrinsically motivated to help them in their time of need. I have
a certificate to present to you from my director, Ms. Brooks.
We care deeply about the population we serve. Furthermore, we appreciate your commitment to helping us serve them in an even
greater capacity. Please continue to keep us in mind when considering any type of donation that will aid in our continued service to
those less fortunate at the DC General Family Emergency Shelter.
Reverend
Diane
Williams
and Assistant.

Thank you,

Jessica Thomas
Donation Coordinator
DC General Emergency Family Shelter
1900 Massachusetts Ave, SE
Washington, DC 20003

Liturgical Dance Team from Peace Baptist
Church in S.E. DC (above and to left) did
a praise dance that included the children
from D.C. General

Below & Above: Peace Baptist Dance Ministry
brought hundreds of stuffed animals donated
Clothing was distributed and deliby church members to distribute to the children. cious food was eaten outside in
God’s warm sunshine.

Photographs courtesy of Tamika Tilman,
Phet Thomas, Rita Hunt, Jeremy

Family bag preparation: Every
man, woman and child received
several pairs of new socks and
underwear as well as hygiene
kits. Thanks to our many donors!

The crowd outside the DC General
Facility listened attentively to the
man of God, Pastor Carter, preaching the Word. A large altar call was
received.

We praise the Lord for a warm sunny day! What a glorious Resurrection Day celebration He gave
to us outdoors, in the middle of a rainy week..

It is with amazement that I watched the work of God as He made our Resurrection Day outreaches vessels of blessing and honor, joy and power. The following groups were used mightily of the
Lord, and the acts of love and service touched many hearts and were a
sweet-smelling savor before God. Thank you so very much!

Shepherd’s Cove Update

Ways to Participate in
Homeless Outreach
Events






Puppets, Praise dancing, Singing, Skits
Preaching, Teaching
Cooking
Providing: Food, Hygiene, Diapers, New Underwear, Socks, Blankets, Clothing, New Hats,
Gloves, New Toys, School Supplies, Cash Donations, Car Donations

Thank you to Phyllis Brown, who has used her
‘Money Smarts” and financial background to
teach workshops for the last two monthly Friday night sessions at Shepherd’s Cove. Phyllis
gave practical, no-nonsense advice to the
women in the shelter on budgeting and using
their God-given resources wisely. I could see
by the intense concentration and enthusiasm
of the women around the table, that they were
receiving some important information that will
help to keep them afloat in the world they will
be entering once they leave the shelter.
Praise God for Proverbs 31 woman, Phyllis!
Next month is “Mom’s Night Out” as Lucy Robinson plans a special event for the women including family photos, hors’dourves and Christian dinner theater. Children will be enjoying a
rhythm band led by Marianne Benson and
Pete Hyde. Please keep us in prayer for blessing and fruitfulness in this endeavor.

