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UPCOMING EVENTS 2015
January 9

Shepherd’s Cove Outreach

February 13

Valentine Outreach:
Shepherd’s Cove

March 29

Easter Celebration 2015 for Families in
D.C. General, Community of Hope,
Hope Apartments, New Beginnings,
Shepherd’s Cove, Spring Road

April 10

Shepherd’s Cove Outreach

May 8

Women’s Day/Mother’s Day Outreach,
Shepherd’s Cove

Please contact Ed Torrence, 240-299-0281 or Carol Leo 240-4754219, or Kathy Gabrielsen 301-423-7851 to donate.
Shepherd’s Cove outreaches are every 2nd Fri. of the month. Carol Leo, 240-475-4219 is the contact. The Homeless Outreach, Inc.
supports two local church outreach programs to the homeless.
Contact for NCOG each Tues. is Pastor Ed Torrence, 240-2990281. Contact for Fri.. from Evangel Assembly is 301-899-5940,
Phet and Chris Thomas.

Letter From the Director, Carol Leo
But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my
help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God. Psalm 40:17

The situation of homelessness in Washington, D.C. has
grown and can’t be ignored any longer by public officials. D.C.
General, the former hospital turned shelter as of seven years
ago, for now will remain the largest facility for the housing of
homeless families in D.C.
A 16 percent increase in homeless families is expected this
winter, and D.C. General will expand accordingly. The goal is
to have the shelter closed by 2016. Reaching the goal involves locating or building enough smaller shelter facilities to
handle the hundreds and hundreds of people that currently
reside at D.C. General. Buildings with 40-50 apartment units
are what is being sought.

January 2015

The plan by the D.C. Government is still in its formative stages. It is admittedly “short on details.” What is
well documented is the inappropriate nature of housing entire families in hospital rooms in an old building
with aging infrastructure for months and years on
end. These people are those to whom we minister
when we hold our outreach events.
Our prayer is that realistic solutions will be discovered as the local government takes on the challenge
to remedy the homeless situation.
Prayers, spiritual/moral support, presentation of the
Gospel, along with material goods, as the Lord provides, will continue to be our calling in outreach.
The fact that the Body of Christ is stirred by this
great need is so evident as responses are received
from so many different individuals, churches, and
other organizations every time we plan to go forward
in ministry. What a time of harvest for the Kingdom of
God!
Many of us can attest that when we were at our lowest point in life, the Power of God was at its strongest, and it was at this point that His love came riding
in on the wings of prayer and reached out to rescue
us from our circumstances and to save our souls.
Seeing the power of God operate in this way, in my
personal life, and in the lives of so many others, always gives me encouragement to have faith that He
is at work in the lives of the homeless individuals in
just the same way.
If there be among you a poor man of one of thy brethren
within any of thy gates in thy land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee, thou shalt not harden thine heart, nor shut thine
hand from thy poor brother: Deuteronomy 15:7
He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, and to
make them inherit the throne of glory: 1Samuel 2:8 a
He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and openeth their
ears in oppression. Job 36:15
Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lord will deliver
him in time of trouble. Psalm 41:1
But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the
lame, the blind: Luke 14:13
(As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to
the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 2 Corinthians
9:9
Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen
the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom
which he hath promised to them that love him? James 2:5

Thank you for your faithfulness and love in continuing to support this outreach to the homeless men,
women, boys, girls in our community!
To God be the glory!
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To God be the Glory!

Emanuel, God With Us! from Marianne Benson
The day of the Christmas Homeless Outreach finally came, ushered in by perfect weather and fervent, heartfelt
prayers. Again, God showed His mighty hand! When the ministry team all arrived, we joined our hearts and
prayers in a large circle, followed by joyous clapping as the Spirit of God fell and filled the place with His glorious
presence. As our guests from the five shelters arrived, the children enjoyed coloring and making colorful foam
ornaments. Carol and Marianne invited the children to come forward to start the program with a Happy Birthday song to Jesus and two praise songs, and an invitation to receive Jesus into their precious little hearts. Of
those who came forward, every hand went up to receive Jesus! Praise God! Next, we all enjoyed a mime worship dance by Fran West, a new experience for some, and a delight for all. Then George Henderson, Jim Hayden,
Pete Hyde, and Marianne Benson led the exuberant gathering in Christmas carols that rang out in glorious
praise to the King of kings! Now every heart was prepared to receive God’s wonderful Word. Minister Jackie
Davidson shared John 3:16 and preached that Jesus is the greatest gift that was ever given. Many said a prayer
to receive Jesus. Marianne then shared more about the miracle-working power of our wonderful Lord. Many
more received Jesus when another invitation was given. Thank you, Lord! Marianne sang “O Holy Night” with all
her heart, accompanied by Jim Hayden on flute and Peter Hyde on keyboard. The Gideons then passed out Bibles to every eager soul who wanted one. Compassionate workers distributed clothes, served a much appreciated hearty meal, and passed out toys to every child. Gifts of new hats, gloves, books, and hygiene articles were
distributed in family bags to every family.
God amazed us all with His awesome Presence, and every heart was touched by His merciful, gracious, and loving hand. Thank you, Jesus! To You be all the glory!

Thanks to each of the following individuals, groups, churches, businesses, and ministries that have given
selflessly and lovingly throughout the year to ensure that others, who are in less fortunate circumstances
have some of their everyday needs met. The beautiful and practical clothing that has been donated, in
many cases brand new with tags; the equipment for the babies and children; the supplies for personal hygiene; the educational equipment such as school supplies, backpacks and books; the toys and gifts; the expertly prepared and nutritious meals; the list goes on and on . . . These are some of the many gifts in kind
for which we are thankful to the Lord and to the following wonderful people of God.
*Shepherd’s Cove Team—Alicia Adams, Alexis, Jackie, Marianne Benson, Barbara Brown, Phyllis Brown,
Kathy Gabrielsen, Michael Gulino, Pete Hyde, Lucy Robinson, Geri Rowe; *Reverend Jackie Davidson;
*Karen Turley and Team; *Nancy Thoman and Corkran United Methodist Church, *Ed Torrence and N.E.T.;
*Pastor George Henderson and NCOG Men’s Ministry; *Sylvia Love, Sarah Hearn and Team and Dorcas
Closet; *Maria Stanfield and My Sister’s Closet Team; *Phet and Chris Thomas and Wal-Mart Staff; *Evangel
Assembly Local Missions; *National Church of God Members; *Bertha and Charles Fenwick and Team;
*Roberts Family; *Pastor Granston and Our Saviour’s Lutheran members; *Gideons, Leo Brandeo, Purcell
Walker, James Hayden, Mac, Lenny; *Alicia Heffentregger and Milloff’s Catering; *Maria Wilson, *Joyce
Wright, *Pastor Jon Edwards and Christ’s Missions Ministries; *Pastor Gloria Easter and Kingdom Covenant
Church; *St. Michael’s Truth; *Reformation Alive Church; *Leia Clark; *Lady Victoria; *Fran West; *Laurel
Tabernacle Church Puppet Team; *Clinton Christian Assembly; *Ambitious Women on a Mission;
*Reverend Diane and Buster Williams and Team; *Pam Kelly and God Always Provides Clothing Ministry.
*Sharon Wilson and St. John the Evangelist Church; *Laverne Evans and Knox Brooks Carey; *Corporal Mercer and P.G. County Police; *and Many Unnamed Prayer Warriors, Donors of Time, Talent and Goods.

May God’s perfect peace; overcoming victory; breakthrough; boldness; and blessing of every
description come upon you in 2015!

THO Finances 2014
Clothing/Underwear/Socks/Blankets/Hats/GlovesMisc
Postage/Envelopes/Newsletter/Fliers/copies
Admin
Hygiene & Diapers
Miscellaneous (including furniture/gifts/crafts)
Food
Bus Transportation
Toys/Christmas gifts
School Supplies/backpacks
UCAP (United Communities Against Poverty)
Facility Use:
Maintenance/Security/Homeless Van FundRental Assistance P.G. Housng
Expenses

Totals
$
734.19
$
816.76
$
74.50
$
565.82
$ 3,146.26
$
656.25
$ 4,908.00
$
764.90
$ 1,411.20
$
700.00
$
250.00
$
325.00
$
250.00
$ 14,602.88

= Monthly Giver
Note that through our ministry we have
been able to bless families in the CARES
Shelter of Southern Virginia, homeless and
needy children in other parts of the U.S.
and India, as well as residents of the P.G.
House (shelter for men) and men & women in the CCNV shelter and streets of
downtown D.C.

Thank you for your Giving!
2013 Carry Over
Total Income
Total Expense
Remainder for 2015

$ 2,686.94
$ 16,980.92
$ 14,602.88
$ 2,378.04

