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UPCOMING EVENTS 2014
Jan. 10

Shepherd’s Cove Outreach

Jan. TBA

Blanket Distribution, Downtown DC

Feb. 14

Shepherd’s Cove Valentine Outreach

Mar. 14

Shepherd’s Cove Outreach

Apr. 13

Easter Outreach, Location TBA for families
from Park Rd., Spring Rd., Community of
Hope, Hope Apartments, Shepherd’s Cove.

Apr. 12

Easter Outreach, DC General, Location TBA

Please contact Ed Torrence, 240-299-0281 or Carol Leo
240-475-4219, or Kathy Gabrielsen 301-423-7851 to donate new or like new washcloths, towels to be distributed at the Easter Outreach.
Shepherd’s Cove outreaches are every 2nd Fri. of the
month. Carol Leo, 240-475-4219 is the contact. The
Homeless Outreach, Inc. supports two local church outreach programs to the homeless. Contact for NCOG each
Tues. is Pastor Ed Torrence, 240-299-0281. Contact for
Fri.. from Evangel Assembly is 301-899-5940, Phet and
Chris Thomas.

Letter From the Director, Carol Leo
I think about my God and His very presence indwelling through the power of the Holy Spirit. It is awesome to me that the Lord desires to be an internal
guiding light within each of us that speaks louder
and more clearly than the audible voices and circumstances of our daily lives. The experience of the Old
Testament prophet, Elijah as he waited to hear from
the Lord is recorded in I Kings 19:11-12.
11. . .

And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and
strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces
the rocks before the LORD; but the LORD was not in the
wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but
the LORD was not in the earthquake:
12
And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not
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in the fire: and after the fire a still small
voice.

As we navigate our way through this life
marked with pitfalls, trials, snares, and ice
storms, our focus should not be deterred by
seemingly contradictory circumstances on
the outside if we are strongly aligned with
His Word and Spirit on the inside.
II Corinthians 5:7 states (For we walk by
faith, not by sight:).
Do we already know what God’s Word has
said about something? Have we seen Him
confirm that very Word in the past, many
times? Then we do not waver, but hold fast
and trust that the same God who has seen
us through before will do it again.
James 1:6-7
But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For
he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed.
7
For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

Many words of life and blessing are spoken
over the poor and the needy in both the Old
and New Testaments. We serve a God of
love, grace, and mercy, Who wants to break
through the ice and hardness of heart that
would keep a soul from coming to Him. We
serve a God Who broke through the ice of
the severe storm on Sunday, December 8 to
ensure that not only did our Homeless Outreach Christmas party take place, but that
the largest contingency of volunteers we
have ever had was on hand to serve one of
the largest groups of homeless children and
adults that we have ever had. The hundreds
of pieces of clothing including many coats,
hats, gloves, the hundreds of plates of
scrumptious food donated by our caterer,
the hundreds of New Testaments distributed
by the Gideons, the hundreds of new gifts,
the children’s activities, the pure and powerful presence of the Lord that was ushered
in by all of our dynamic ministers, praisers,
and prayer warriors followed by a huge altar
call is enough to let us know that the still
small voice triumphed over the seemingly
louder external one of ice.
To God be the Glory!

Photos courtesy of Sarah Hearn and Marianne Benson

Eye Witness Account by Marianne Benson
The air was charged with Holy Ghost power as we entered the National Church of God gymnasium for the
Christmas Homeless Outreach! God had already performed a miracle for us by allowing volunteers and
guests to arrive safely in spite of the massive ice storm that had things on hold everywhere else. We knew
God was up to something special. All the buses/transport filled with over 300 children and adults arrived
without a hitch from the seven different shelters. Upon arrival, the women and older children immediately
went “shopping” among the mountains of neatly arranged clothing of all sizes. With gratitude they filled their bags
with many necessary pieces of apparel for their families. The children enjoyed the
art projects that were waiting for them at the tables. The children were invited to the
front by Marianne and Carol to sing Happy Birthday to Jesus followed by “Jesus
Loves Me This I Know”. Children with eyes of expectancy happily and loudly sang
the songs into the mic even when they didn’t know the words. Every one of the
children eagerly received Jesus into their precious little hearts as Marianne prayed
with them. Thank you, Lord! Joyful carols of praise broke out from happy hearts as
Marianne, George, and Jim (flutist)
welcomed the Holy Spirit in to anoint Marianne, Carol, and the children,
who gave their hearts to Jesus.
the worship.
Next, the Gospel
was presented by
Reverend Diane
Williams. The fire
fell on Marianne to
preach and extend
Reverend Diane Williams an invitation for people to receive Jesus
as their Savior. A multitude of hands went up and many were
saved. All glory to God! Then the fire of the Spirit fell on the
Jim, Marianne, George, Praise Team Lady Victoria
liturgical dancer, Lady Victoria, who poured her whole heart and
soul into worship and dance. What a joyous celebration of the souls that were saved! Hands were raised throughout the
auditorium in acknowledgement of the powerful presence of God that was being experienced. The Gideons went
throughout the crowd and distributed dozens of New Testaments to eager takers. Marianne sang “Sweet Little Jesus
Boy” as grace was prayed and the wonderful dinner prepared by loving hands was served. The children could hardly sit
still through the meal knowing that the presents were about to be distributed. No problem! Everything was done in perfect divine order, and no child went without a special gift. Thank you, Lord, for perfectly orchestrating every detail of
this greatly anticipated event. Every heart was touched and every life was blessed by God’s eternally gracious hand.
Lord, we give you praise for your miracle-working power and
wondrous ways!
For thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to
the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm,
Isaiah25:4

In the midst of the
worst storm ever,
God gave us the
b best turnout of
volunteers ever!

So many loving and gracious hands serving our many guests under the
anointing of God

Prayer Circle of Praise!
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From Shepherd’s Cove . . .
Shepherd’s Cove Team
Not Pictured:
Carolyn Thomas
Barbara Brown
Gerry Rowe

Congratulations and Happy Holidays!!!
Your group has been selected by staff to be highlighted on our
Volunteer Recognition Board in the cafeteria at Shepherd’s Cove
Shelter. We truly appreciate all that you and your team does to
support the families and individuals housed in the shelter. Due to
your faithfulness, diligence and overall excellence, you were chosen by the volunteer and residential advisor staff to be showcased
throughout the month of December. You can view your team’s
award in the cafeteria in the Volunteer Resource area near the second entranceway and we do hope this small token shows our gratitude for all that you do.

THO Expenditures 2013 Totals
Clothing
Newsletter, Mailings/Website/
resource information sheets
Hygiene & Misc. Supplies
Food
Bus Transportation
Chidlren's Gifts
School Supplies & Backpacks
UCAP
Maintenance/Security/Rentals
Total Expenses
Total Income & Carryover Income
Remainder

$ 1,341.06
$ 1,212.57
$ 1,479.26
$ 1,190.98
$ 7,502.00
$ 1,362.11
$ 2,326.37
$
100.00
$ 1,322.26
$ 17,836.61
$ 19,783.27
-$ 17,836.61
$ 1,946.66

Note that most gifts are given as Gifts in Kind
Thank you to All! May God richly bless you!

From D.C. General. . .

